Aptosimum spinescens
Doringviooltjie

Family: Scrophulariaceae

Collection Number: 58

Description: A woody dwarf shrub with robust spiny branches and spines at the base
of the plant. Leaves are simple, smooth-margined, very long and thin, and form tufts on
short shoots. At midday they fold in half lengthways.

Flowers are purple trumpets, the ‘throat’ of the trumpet is white and there are deep
purple patches towards the centre. The fruit is a thick, woody brown to black capsule
which may persist on the plant for many years.

Habitat: Aptosimum spinescens grows on open plains, in course sand and gravel. It
is common in such areas. The species also occurs throughout the Karoo and south-
western Kalahari.

Other notes: This spinous plant is unpalatable, but the leaves may be used as a
remedy for cancer.



WOLWEDANS HERBARIUM (NRNR)

NAME: Aptosimum spinescens

Collection No: 58 Date: 04/04/01
Collector: Louise Clapham Grid ref.: 2416 Cc
Locality: Keerweder farm, edge of the pan, close to the airstrip.

Habitat: Open shmbland./grasslanid, edge of a pan. Course sand and
gravel.
Plant features: Small perennial shrub, spiny and woody. Leaves

simple, linear, fascicled. Flowers form a deep purple trumpet with
white inside the tube. Fruita round woody capsule.
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