Blepharis mitrata

Family: Acanthaceae

Collection Number: 65

Description: A very dense, small, spiny shrub. It is a woody perennial that does not
grow very large. It has elliptical shaped leaves, edged with spines. The inflorescence is
a deep, vivid blue-purple. Petals are lobed and flowers are arranged in opposite pairs.
Inflorescences are protected by extremely spiny flower bracts.

Habitat: Blepharis mitrata is commonly seen on the reserve. It grows on the open
plains, usually in coarse sand such as the area close to Keerweder airstrip, sometimes
in dry riverbeds, and amongst rocks at the base of mountains. It does not grow in the
dunes.

General information: The Blepharis genus is well represented in the arid parts of
Namibia. Other species which may be found on the reserve are B. grossa and B.
pruinosa.
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