Euphorbia mauritanica

Family: Euphorbiaceae

Collection Number: 47

Description: Succulent shrub. A very erect shrub, many stems branching from the
base. The whole plant is pale yellow-green in colour and has a waxy surface.
Secondary branches from the main stems. The plant has 5 flowers that grow out from
the tops of the younger branches. In November there were still some cyathia visible,
but mostly there were 3-segmented fruit on the stems. Fruit are pale green, the tops
lightly coloured rusty pink. When a stem is damaged it seeps copious amounts of white
latex. The plant does not appear to be browsed by game here, though it is known to be
eaten by klipspringer and steenbok in other areas.

Habitat: Common in a very localised area, it appears to grow only in the Gorrasis
mountains, amongst rocks in full sun. It is very common in the Karoo, especially in over-
grazed areas.
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